JO                         AUTOBIOGRAPHY

producing any effect on me. Nevertheless, it is
probable that the hearing rather early in life
such views maintained and praised may have
favoured my upholding them under a different
form in my "Origin of Species." At this time I
admired greatly the "Zoonomia"; but on reading
it a second time, after an interval of ten or Jif-
teen years, I was much disappointed; the propor-
tion of speculation being so large to the facts
given.

During the three years which I spent at Cam-
bridge my time was wasted, as far as the academ-
ical studies were concerned, as completely as at
Edinburgh and at school. I attempted mathe-
matics, and even went during the summer of
1828 with a private tutor (a very dull man) to
Barmouth, but I got on very slowly. The work
was repugnant to me, chiefly from my not being
able to sec any meaning in the early steps iti
algebra. This impatience was very foolish, and
in after years I have deeply regretted that I did
not proceed far enough at least to understand
something of the great leading principles of math-
ematics, for men thus endowed scern to have an
extra sense. But I do not believe that I should
ever have succeeded beyond a very low grade.
With respect to classics I did nothing except at-
tend a few compulsory college lectures, and the
attendance was almost nominal. In my second